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UFPR
WHO WE ARE, WHERE DO WE STAND?

Founded in 1912, Federal University of Paraná (UFPR) is considered the oldest university in Brazil. Since its very 
beginning, UFPR has remained one of the most prestigious comprehensive universities in the country, standing out 
both nationally and internationally. In Undergraduate and Graduate instruction, research, service and culture, UFPR 
is in a privileged position among Brazilian higher education institutions, with considerable international recognition. 

UFPR has currently 56,035 students, of whom 40,591 are Undergraduate students, 9,126 are Graduate students 
on Master’s or Doctoral programs, and 6,318 Graduate students on professional certificate programs. We 
have a total of 2,570 faculty members, of whom nearly 20% are supported by research funding by CNPq 
and/or Fundação Araucária de Pesquisa (the main research funding body of the state of Paraná). The total 
number of administrative staff comprises 1,945 employees, of whom 20% also possess a master’s or doctoral 
degree, and yet another 38% hold a terminal degree or certification in their respective professional fields. 

UFPR has regularly featured among the top 10 universities in the country over the last decade, and has long appeared 
in world rankings among the top 1,000 universities. We are a comprehensive institution of higher education with solid 
internationalization in several fields of knowledge, especially in Chemistry, Biochemistry and Bioprocess Engineering 
– all achieving maximum scores (7) by CAPES, the funding and evaluation agency of the Brazilian Ministry of Education.  

Also of note are the graduate courses in Law, Education, Physical Education, Geography, Linguistic and 
Letters, Physics, Ecology and Conservation, all of which were rated as 6 by CAPES. The overall quality of our 
Graduate degrees is reflected in the high number of programs that were given grades 5 to 7 (maximum grade) 
in the latest assessment of CAPES: 37 total programs in various key knowledge areas. In order to receive 
this score, the programs have already proven to carry out work with international dimension and impact.

EXCELLENCE GRADUATE PROGRAMS
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UFPR PUBLICATIONS

Data from Web of Science (April, 2018) indicate that between 2007-2017 citations of UFPR 
publications have grown 211%. Besides that, between 2013-2017 the 7,518 UFPR publications 
totaled 25,970 citations, which resulted in a series history of 3.45 - 3.50 citations per publication:

PUBLICATIONS AND SUM OF CITATIONS

CITATIONS OF PUBLICATIONS BY YEAR
(2011-2017)

SUM OF CITATIONS RECEIVED BY YEAR
(2011-2017)

HISTORIAL EVOLUTION OF NUMBER OF 
PUBLICATIONS
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UFPR PUBLICATIONS

TOTAL CITATIONS (2007-2017)

TOTAL CITATIONS PER PAPER (2007-2017)

TOTAL PAPER (2007-2017)
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PROF. DR. ANDRÉ DUARTE (andre.duarte@ufpr.br)

UFPR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCY

In November 2016, the UFPR International Agency (AUI) 
was created in order to organize internationalization 
actions at UFPR. In addition to the agency Director, AUI 
is structured into three coordination units: Academic 
Cooperation, Mobility and Language Policies. With regard 
to Academic Cooperation, the actions of prospection 
and institutionalization of Agreements and Memoranda 
of Understanding (MoU) were accelerated, thus greatly 
reducing the time of its institutionalization. With respect 
to Mobility, the Agency now has a Coordinator and a 
staff working on the development of open calls, public disclosure of results, contacts with foreign institutions and 
institutional support for outbound UFPR faculty and students and for inbound students and international faculty.  
 
The UFPR International Agency welcomes and supports the reception of international scholars (students and teachers) 
through an information protocol written in several languages. With the creation of the Coordination of Language 
Policies, it was possible to start deploying several actions aimed towards the linguistic training of the University 
community, including support for research writing in English, to help increase international publications, and faculty 
training in English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) in order to increase the number of subjects taught in English. 
These initiatives are developed in partnership with the UFPR Writing Center, the first one in Brazilian Universities. 

HEAD OF UFPR INTERNATIONAL AGENCY
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UFPR 
INTERNATIONALIZATION 
PROJECT

Consistent internationalization strategies are relatively new in Brazilian Universities, and so the CAPES agency 
launched a national call for projects in November 2017 in order to stimulate a more organized and systematic 
process. We defined our internationalization strategies by thoroughly discussing the matter with distinguished 
UFPR researchers and with other branches of UFPR administration, mostly the Provost for Graduate Affairs.
 
Out of 108 Brazilian institutions who were able to submit projects, only 25 were finally approved by 
CAPES to receive funds for the next 4 years. Our PRINT-Project was considered to be an example of 
a well-succeeded plan towards the internationalization of Brazilian Universities and earned a grant 
of nearly ten million euros to be spent in research activities comprising scholar’s mobility, PhD. 
student’s mobility and the organization of seminars, colloquia and other joint academic activities. 

More than 650 distinguished international scholars from all over the world were invited and accepted to 
join the UFPR transdisciplinary research team projects. Taking UFPR Graduate Programs of Excellence (rated 
5 to 7) as its basis, the PRINT-UFPR Steering Committee defined five broad strategic areas:  1) Biodiversity 
and Environment; 2) Advanced Materials; 3) Renewable Energy and New Forms of Energy; 4) Biosciences 
and Health; 5) Democracy, Culture and Development. Considering those 5 strategic areas of research, 16 
research projects were conceived reuniting the best of UFPR scholars and their international partners.
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN BIODIVERSITY 
AND ENVIRONMENT

Global biodiversity, environmental risks and projected climate change continue to be studied, still fragmented, by 
distinct scientific disciplines with equally distinct scientific traditions. However, conservation problems and the need 
for natural resource sustainability are global and their solution requires equally globalizing concepts and approaches. 
This proposal aims primarily at collaboration between eight different graduate courses at this University, with the 
expectation of developing more innovative and original ways of producing environmental knowledge, focused on 
biological diversity and the current risks to its preservation and conservation. This will be increasingly essential to 
better understand and interpret biodiversity itself, the causes of global change, and to address its consequences for 
ecosystems and continental and marine socio-ecological systems. The objective is to implement and consolidate an 
international research network aiming at a better understanding and prediction of the phenomena associated with 
biodiversity, conservation, management and sustainability of natural resources, from the level of individual adaptive 
responses to ecosystems and socioecological systems. The activities of the Brazilian members will be divided into two 
main lines of research: “Natural dynamics and biodiversity conservation” and “Socio-environmental dynamics and 
sustainability of natural resources”, structured by research groups linked to the eight graduate programs involved.

RIBIMA: INTERNATIONALIZATION NETWORK ON BIODIVERSITY AND 
ENVIRONMENT

To build an environmental monitoring and modeling network (REsMA) to promote environmental risk assessment 
studies for biota and human populations using chemical, physicochemical, biological and physical parameters 
integrated in different environmental matrices. On the basis of these studies, to build an understanding around the 
role of external agents on biota and relate them to the integrity of ecosystems and factors that may affect biodiversity 
and human well-being. This integrated approach will enable assessments of environmental and climate change 
through the study of diverse ecosystems and models, including experimental river basins, coastal environments, and 
urban systems. The network will also enable 
the assessment of the impact of chemical 
agents on different ecosystems through 
the chemical analysis of anthropogenic 
and natural pollutants in different extracts, 
as well as the evaluation of biomarkers of 
environmental contamination in different 
models in order to establish risks of biota and 
human exposure. These activities will also 
be supported by the use of transdisciplinary 
informatics and geotechnology. The integrated 
actions of REsMA will be fostered by the 
multinational exchange of researchers and 
students, attracting postdoctoral fellows 
from abroad, promoting multidisciplinary 
programs and courses in foreign languages, 
and securing financial support through 
national and international funding calls, 
bringing the network to international status.

RESMA: NETWORK ON ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND MODELING
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN BIODIVERSITY 
AND ENVIRONMENT

Studies on the evolution of biodiversity involve a fairly wide range of theoretical methods, techniques and concepts, and 
nowadays include several areas of knowledge that go beyond the field of traditional biology. Access to more efficient 
and inexpensive sequencing methods and computational advances has led to unprecedented growth in this regard, 
and we are increasingly able to understand the aspects related to the evolution and diversity of organisms present 
on the planet. Such studies serve not only to understand patterns and processes themselves, but are fundamental 
tools for the conservation of biodiversity in all its aspects. The aim is thus to establish a research network with the 
objective of understanding the origin and maintenance of biodiversity, covering all levels of the biological hierarchy, 
from molecules to ecosystems, from an integrative and multidisciplinary approach. Close mechanisms ("how" 
questions) are addressed in areas such as molecular biology, physiology and genetics, while the final mechanisms 
("why" questions) are generally investigated in fields such as biogeography, systematics, and evolutionary ecology. 
However, it is clear that a comprehensive understanding of biodiversity necessarily involves an integrative and 
multidisciplinary approach that goes beyond the conceptual and methodological limitations of each discipline. The 
themes of our research also tend to be independent of any particular history, reflecting the traditional disciplines we 
know as botany (plants and fungi), zoology (animals) and microbiology (bacteria, viruses, fungi,). Despite these mostly 
arbitrary divisions, the questions that revolve around evolutionary biology, systematics, ecology, biogeography, are 
essentially the same, as are the methods used to answer these questions. Therefore, the coming together of the 
various programs in research networks, sharing excellence in different approaches will further increase the quality 
of training, research and improvement of students and faculty. In this proposal, we intend to lay the groundwork so 
that international collaborations serve both to train human resources in the various areas of biodiversity research 
and to include Brazil as one of the protagonists in the production of knowledge and conservation of its biodiversity. 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH NETWORK ON BIODIVERSITY EVOLUTION

Source: Institutional/UFPR
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Brazil possesses megabiodiversity spread across several biomes. The large number of plant species and 
microorganisms of Brazilian biodiversity consists of a potential reservoir for the discovery of new molecules with 
pharmacological and biotechnological properties in general. Another aspect to be highlighted is the role that 
large areas such as the Amazon Forest and the Atlantic Forest represent for the mitigation of climatic problems 
such as greenhouse gas emissions and global warming. These aspects have been the subject of international 
scientific debate for decades in the areas of sustainable exploration and preservation of the environment. This 
proposal aims to build a network of internationalization around Bioprospecting, Biotechnology and Environmental 
Biogeochemistry, with a view to the sustainable exploitation of Brazilian biodiversity and agriculture, together with 
innovative technologies for environmental monitoring and analysis, covering four main strands: a) environmental 
and genomic bioprospection for the isolation of new molecules; b) use of modern techniques of biogeochemical 
and genomic analysis for environmental monitoring; c) synthetic biology for the design of environmental sensors 
and improvement of bacteria associated with plants and d) analysis of environmental microbiomas and genomes. 
Brazilian scientific researchers in the areas of environmental bioprospecting and genomics, biogeochemistry and 
biotechnology will be integrated with their international peers to promote an environment that drives high impact 
scientific production and the training of highly qualified human resources. This inbound-outbound exchange will 
be adopted in every project, allowing at least one doctoral student or national researcher to be sent abroad to the 
international institutions that will in turn send researchers to UFPR – thus ensuring solid partnerships with outputs 
such as publication of research articles, requests for international patents and coordination of joint projects with 
international partners. Local collaborations will also be established for the application of UFPR knowledge frontier 
platforms such as genomics Next Generation Sequencing (NGS), Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) and High 
Resolution Mass Spectrometry (MS) in order to innovate and expand the impact of the results of this proposal.

INTERNATIONALIZATION NETWORK IN BIOPROSPECTING, BIOGEOCHEMISTRY, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

RESEARCH PROJECTS IN BIODIVERSITY 
AND ENVIRONMENT

Source: Institutional/UFPR
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RESEARCH PROJECT IN ADVANCED 
MATERIALS

The scope of the project permeates the entire knowledge chain related to Materials: preparation, processing, 
characterization, modeling, study of properties, application and development of devices, products and processes. 
Materials that are the subject of study include (nanostructures of carbon - nanotubes, graphene, graphene oxide, 
nano graphite, fullerenes; nanoparticles and metallic films; oxides and nitrides of transition metals; semiconductors; 
conventional and conductive polymers; lamellar and bi-dimensional materials; (nano) polymeric and (nano) ceramic 
composites; molecular magnets, metal alloys) refer to new and advanced materials, with great potential for technological 
application, and with great scientific challenges. It is, therefore, a frontier theme within science, conducted by renowned 
UFPR researchers in partnership with researchers from 43 well-respected universities or research and development 
institutes worldwide. The work phase related to fundamental aspects of materials will bring about a strong scientific 
impact, expected from the of the merge of expertise from  UFPR and foreign university teams, which will lead to high 
impact research publications; the  technological impact and potential for industrial application are  evident in the 
creation of multifunctional devices and products, with high potential to produce patents and knowledge transfer to 
the production sector, with direct impact on the economy of the country. Finally, the great number of courses and mini-
courses run by UFPR team and foreign researchers within the scope of 7 graduate programs, which, in addition to fostering 
the integration of graduate students and young researchers, generates a strong social impact through the training of 
highly-qualified and skilled personnel, itself a stimulus of economic growth and the reduction of social inequalities. 

NANO: ADVANCED MATERIALS - PREPARATION, CHARACTERIZATION, 
MODELING, STUDY OF PROPERTIES AND APPLICATIONS

Source: Rost-9D/iStockphoto
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN RENEWABLE 
ENERGY AND NEW FORMS OF ENERGY

Currently, there is a global race for the development of energy provision based on clean sources. Countries such as 
China, the United States, Germany, India, Japan and Brazil have made great strides in this direction. In particular, 
according to the International Energy Agency, solar energy converted into electricity (photovoltaic) reached 74 GW 
in 2016, with clear growth trends for the future. However, for photovoltaic energy, a major bottleneck is making 
the conversion process even more efficient. Regarding its destination, photovoltaic energy can be produced in 
small scales, where a dedicated device is intended to operate, for example, a single piece of equipment. On the 
other hand, solar panels (installed in buildings) can give rise to a relatively large amount of energy, which must 
then be collected and distributed. The conventional technologies for handling electric energy are oriented to large 
scale operations such as hydroelectric power plants. However, because of the diversity, dispersion and relatively 
small production scale of renewable energy (photovoltaic, wind, etc.), storage, transmission and even its very use 
imposes several technical bottlenecks. This project thus addresses three key fronts in terms of renewable energy 
production and use: (i) improvement in photovoltaic energy conversion processes; (ii) adequacy and planning of 
the efficient capture of sunlight in the urban environment for later conversion; (iii) planning of intelligent electricity 
distribution systems, with the inclusion of microgrids, that will enable the the efficient capture of electricity 
from renewable sources. Research actions will be carried out through the interaction between professors and 
students of UFPR (of 6 postgraduate programs) with researchers from 13 institutions from 8 different countries. 
The idea is to join efforts to solve the technical/scientific problems mentioned above, train highly qualified 
professionals and make UFPR a center of international excellence in these crucial topics in renewable energy.

EFFICIENCY IN THE CAPTURE, PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY OR OTHER RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

The world scientific community has been mobilized to develop suitable, versatile and efficient methods to produce 
biodiesel and drop-in biofuels preferably from unedible feedstocks, agro-industrial wastes and rendered materials. 
This project, which focuses on intensifying processes for the production of advanced fuels and developing systems 
for the production of renewable energy from waste materials, has the participation of 16 researchers from at least 5 
different graduate programs of UFPR. From the implementation of the proposal, we intend to bring in researchers from 
institutes and universities from Germany, Austria, Australia, Canada, Denmark, USA, Spain, England and Switzerland, 
all active in their respective fields and worldwide references in the renewable energies research area, with emphasis on 
fuel production processes. The project predicts: 20 academic visits of foreign researchers to teach and lecture at UFPR, 
reinforcing collaborations with national participants; 16 academic visits of UFPR faculties abroad with similar objectives; 
8 internships for UFPR visiting scholars (Senior and Junior) abroad; and 17 scholarships for PhD students to undertake 
doctoral sandwich linked with graduate programs abroad. Among the topics to be addressed in its implementation, 
the following stand out: (i) to develop innovative catalytic processes for the production of biofuels and electrocatalytic 
systems for the generation of clean energy; (ii) to produce advanced fuels (biogasoline, green diesel, biokerosene) from 
lignocellulosic materials employing fast pyrolysis; (iii) to develop thermodynamic modeling for process optimization 
and intensification; (iv) to capture CO2 for the production of microalgae biomass, which will serve as raw material for 
the production of ethanol, hydrocarbons and other chemicals of industrial interest; and (v) to produce additives and 
advanced fuels from the chemical modification of low value added oleaginous materials. As a result, we expect to increase 
our output in research articles and patents involving Brazilian and foreign researchers, the interaction with important 
industrial players in the area of (bio)fuels and the internationalization profile of UFPR in the thematic area in question.

RENEWABLE FUELS OBTAINED BY CHEMICAL TRANSFORMATION PROCESSES
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN RENEWABLE 
ENERGY AND NEW FORMS OF ENERGY

The objective of this project is to consolidate the internationalization of the 3 level 7 graduate programs of UFPR, 
as well as contribute to the development of related graduate programs and accelerate the implementation of an 
International Doctoral Program in Bioenergy (BIOEN), which in fact has already been conceptually structured in 
conjunction with international partners. The theme of the project is focused on the promotion of biomass for the 
production of advanced biofuels and other biotechnology-based inputs. This is a strategic topic for Brazil, and one 
in which UFPR researchers already have international experience. About 10% of the energy consumed worldwide 
is derived from agricultural and agroforestry biomasses, with a trend of strong growth due to the need to replace 
fossil fuels with renewable alternates. Our objective is to improve the energy efficiency of conventional ethanol 
and biodiesel production technologies through the production of advanced biofuels of 2nd and 3rd generation 
via integrated bioprocesses involving the deconstruction of the plant cell wall architecture into monomeric sugars 
and the subsequent conversion of C5 (pentoses) and C6 (hexoses) in biofuels. BioADD, through its collaborative 
activities, will empower Brazilian researchers to solve technological bottlenecks in tasks organized in the form 
of research topics for graduate students and young post-doctoral fellows. The project directly integrates 4 UFPR 
graduate programs, with the participation of 16 researchers from Brazil, 14 foreigners, 19 graduate students on 
academic visits in Brazil or abroad and about 30 students under joint supervision schemes, linking UFPR with over 
23 highly regarded research institutions in the area of biofuels and biorefining. This collaboration network also 
involves 7 graduate programs in Paraná and 12 in Brazil, located in 10 different institutions. BioADD has a strong 
component in human resource training, providing short-to-mid-term career-related placements for doctoral 
students and early-career research faculty, as well as prospective visits for the strengthening of network projects 
by senior researchers. It also includes the annual offer of courses, at the graduate level, in face-to-face or semi-
face-to-face modes of delivery, which should be partially incorporated into the BIOEN program. The project also 
provides for an increase in research output of the graduate programs involved, in the form of articles and patents. 

BIOADD: BIOTECHNOLOGICAL PROCESSES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF 
ADVANCED BIOFUELS
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN BIOSCIENCES 
AND HEALTH

Cancer research is of great importance to human society, with several research centers in Brazil and in the 
world. The Federal University of Paraná has several researchers working in isolation on this theme and there is 
a strong need to increase interaction with international high-profile active researchers with strong publication 
records to strengthen research on this subject at UFPR. The present proposal aims to strengthen and increase 
internationalization of graduate programs involved, bringing more innovation to thesis and dissertation projects, 
improving the training of human resources and, ultimately, increasing UFPR’s international visibility. Work and 
study visits abroad will also be an opportunity to enhance participants’ knowledge and writing skills in English. 
We will make the publication of results obtained through research collaboration a priority, in particular in flagship 
international discipline-related journals, in order to increase integration of UFPR in the greater international research 
community. The social and economic importance is justified by the advancement of the quality of human health 
in the face of a disease that affects thousands of people in the world. New forms of prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment are still necessary taking into account the great complexity and diversity of cancers, which is a worldwide 
public health problem of an important translational nature, of basic science into clinical treatment. Researchers 
from the following graduate programs are effectively involved in this objective: Sciences (Biochemistry) (rated a 
maximum 7 in the latest research assessment); Chemistry (also rated 7); Physics (rated 6); Physical Education (rated 
6); Cell Biology (rated 5); Microbiology, Parasitology and Pathology (rated 5); Nursing (rated 5); Genetics (rated 4).

BASIC AND APPLIED CANCER RESEARCH

This project aims to establish an international cross-disciplinary, multi-institutional research network in frontier areas 
of knowledge in the area of Biosciences and Health. The Graduate Programs of UFPR participate with research lines in 
the various areas of Biosciences including Molecular Biology, Microbiology, Biochemistry and Ophic Sciences, aiming 
at creating an international research environment and increasing the quality of scientific production of UFPR. In this 
way, UFPR should become an important international scientific hub in different areas of knowledge of Biosciences 
in due course. The research network will be built based on existing well-established international partnerships, 
serving as a departure point for further expansion with new collaborations between UFPR faculty members and 
leading foreign researchers in different bioscience fields. The uniting theme will be the use of omics to understand 
complex biological processes that require integration of experimental data and computational analysis. We seek 
the development of microorganism-eukaryotic cell interaction studies (animal or plant), of microbial communities 
and interaction with their environment, development of animal models of genetic diseases, involving structural and 
functional genomic analysis (transcriptomics, proteomics and metabolomics) and introduction of new methods for 
metabolomics and mathematical analysis. This approach should contribute to the understanding of mechanisms 
involved in beneficial and pathogenic interactions between microorganisms and hosts, and identification and 
modeling of molecular interaction networks in the investigated systems. International partners include Germany, 
Argentina, Sweden, United States, France, Spain, the Netherlands, China, and United Kingdom, with world-renowned 
researchers from the most reputable universities and research institutes around the world. International actions 
and interactions will allow the exchange of knowledge, techniques and data to qualitatively improve not only the 
scientific production of the associated laboratories, but also the generation of specialized human resources in 
frontier areas of knowledge. In addition, collaborations with foreign institutions will enable the development 
of innovative processes and products that will impact not only the academic world, but also society as a whole.

SYSTEMS BIOLOGY AND OMICS SCIENCES APPLIED TO BIOSCIENCES AND 
HEALTH
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN BIOSCIENCES 
AND HEALTH

There is a paradox in Brazilian public health in which two patterns of health problems can be identified, both 
associated with inequality of income distribution in some regions of the country (which present completely different 
demands in terms of public policies and resource application) as well as the attraction of funds for prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment. Geographically speaking, states in southern and southeastern Brazil have a higher 
incidence of chronic diseases, which are the main cause of death (72%) and incapacitation, most notably four groups 
of causes of death highlighted by the World Health Organization (WHO): cardiovascular disease; cancer; respiratory 
ailments; and diabetes. On the other hand, the northern and northeastern states, historically the regions with the 
lowest HDI (Human Development Index), suffer from neglected diseases, with an incidence of 10 cases per 10,000 
according to WHO. Such diseases are caused by infectious or parasitic agents, typical of developing countries or 
regions and frequently endemic to low-income populations and have a substantial economic and social impact on 
Brazil. Traditional methods for the treatment of these chronic or neglected diseases usually involve pharmacological 
treatment, which presents low effectiveness, toxicity, and development of resistance to treatment or demand for 
therapeutic alternatives. One strategy would be to combine drugs for the treatment of diseases with the support 
for new therapies, based on the identification of new molecular markers with emphasis on natural or synthetic 
molecules. One way to improve drug-therapeutic performance is to use nanotechnology tools that aim to reduce 
toxicity and overcome resistance to multiple drugs. Thus, we intend to develop new strategies, reflecting the state 
of the art, prospecting for biomarkers, standardization of monitoring methodologies, as well as development of 
new pharmacological agents with a nanotechnological scope for a spectrum of chronic and neglected diseases 
that affect Brazilian population. To achieve these objectives, the fields of the Exact, Biological and Health Sciences 
were brought together, involving 27 researchers from graduate programs in Chemistry, Pharmaceutical Sciences; 
Biochemistry; Bioprocess Engineering and Biotechnology; Microbiology, Parasitology and Pathology; Physiology 
and Genetics, with the competences of 30 foreign researchers from 27 universities / institutes from 5 continents.

DIAGNOSIS, THERAPY, AND MOLECULAR BASIS OF CHRONIC AND NEGLECTED 
DISEASES
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN DEMOCRACY, 
CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

The purpose of this project is to deepen the academic-institutional ties of researchers in public policies and social changes 
of UFPR with its international partners, to consolidate already developed actions and, at the same time, to propose 
the development of innovative processes of comparative analysis and development methodologies, evaluations 
and proposals for the implementation of public policies, in particular those of a social nature. Methodologically, the 
project aims at the exchange of experiences on the plane of empirical research, comparing different realities and the 
cooperative production of analytical models; in the epistemological field, it seeks the consolidation of explanatory 
theories that allow the articulation of the complexity of the relations between state, market and organized civil 
society, in the context of globalization. As a transdisciplinary proposal, it is based on the experience accumulated 
by researchers from seven graduate programs and international partners, with the general objective of promoting 
and deepening changes in postgraduate practices, both by establishing new internal dynamics through networking 
and by sharing actions that promote collective gains of internationalization. More specifically we aim to 1) Map the 
“state of the art” of public policies at the national and international level, within the scope of the general objective; 2) 
Strengthen the trans- and cross-disciplinarity of research into public policies; 3) Qualify production through shared 
work among the teams involved; 4) Offer transdisciplinary and foreign language courses, for greater interaction of 
the programs involved, academic collaboration and optimization of financial resources; 5) Improve the teaching and 
student qualification through the exchange of the UFPR team with the partner universities; 6) Develop comparative 
methodologies of analysis, monitoring and evaluation, in order to place UFPR as a point of reference in the field of 
public policies; 7) Produce studies that improve the understanding of decision-making processes, disseminating them 
to beneficiary groups of government actions. Outputs expected include: publications and scientific dissemination of 
international recognition more broadly, qualification of the faculty, internationalization of the student body, transfer 
of knowledge to society using public policies, strengthening of accountability processes and new forms of governance. 
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN DEMOCRACY, 
CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

Neoliberal globalization and the crisis of social democracies produce imbalances in power relations, widening 
class inequalities and social asymmetries, as well as depriving populations of human rights and other assets of 
citizenship. Violence against gender, sexual orientation, ethnic-racial and religious groups is also on the rise in this 
context. The objective of the project is to discuss power relations and social inequalities and asymmetries in the 
counterpoint of the Human Rights agenda. Generally speaking, the scope of researches here comprised subsume 
1) conceptual investigations into the historical formation of political-juridical structures that rendered possible 
current normative models of organization of the democratic State of law; 2) the various facets of the contemporary 
crisis of the rule of law and social democracy; 3) the historical constitution of social asymmetries and inequalities 
by analyzing their respective socio-normative and linguistic bases; 4) field research on public policies aimed at 
broadening the scope of rights in our country. The network partnership between UFPR researchers, together with 
renowned international researchers such as Judith Butler, Christian Laval, Frédéric Gros, Teun Van Dijk, François 
Kervegan and Chantal Mouffe, among others, will allow us to share and deepen ongoing dialogues and specific 
researches on: (i) the genesis of the idea of subject of law and of the notion of autonomy; (ii) comparative approaches 
to constitutional law on the formation of the doctrine of Human Rights, the rule of law and democratic political 
institutions; (iii) the historical constitution of social normativity in relation to processes of inclusion / exclusion of 
subjects; (iv) power relations and asymmetries of gender, race and sexual diversity; (v) formative processes and 
forms of resistance of historically vulnerable populations; (vi) migratory movements of people and language policies 
for their university and social integration; (viii) the contemporary crisis of work under the aegis of neoliberalism 
and legal deregulation. The project intends to 1) strengthen the transdisciplinary and international nature of 
investigations already under way; 2) to increase the quality of academic production of students and scholars 
through a shared work among the teams involved; 3) to offer transdisciplinary courses in foreign languages, for 
greater interaction of the programs involved, academic collaboration and optimization of financial resources.

POWER RELATIONS, INEQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN DEMOCRACY, 
CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

Grounded in cross-disciplinary dialogue, this project addresses the challenges that present themselves to the 
knowledge and interpretation of the contemporary world, related, in particular, to the spatial, economic and social 
dimensions of reality, in order to understand how these modifications alter contents and social practices. We look 
at new views and questions about what is called development, taken here as a process. The objective is developed 
around two complementary axes: (i) one, of a more academic nature, is related to the development of a research 
agenda about the contemporary challenges that permeate the understanding of space, society and development, 
and (ii) with a more applied bias, it is related to the implementation of actions that promote the increase of the 
international insertion of researchers, prioritizing the formation of human resources. The former focuses on the 
contemporary challenges and is justified by the growing need to transform the interpretive references of reality, 
in its most varied dimensions: social, technical, methodological, legal, economic, environmental, cultural, geo-
information, permeated by global determinations which, for the most part, relegate local / regional experiences to 
the background. The goal is to provide a relevant understanding of the ongoing transformations in the current world, 
enhanced by interaction with the foreign team, resulting in substantial gains for all the universities involved. The 
latter, in response to the specific demand for internationalization, aims at the approximation between the production 
of knowledge and the reference points of research and training vis-à-vis what happens in Brazil and abroad. It is 
understood that the dialogue between the areas should trigger new possibilities to understand reality and intervene 
in favor of the demands of our society. Thus, the theme will be tackled from the perspectives of geography, of 
law, of economic development, of geodetic sciences, public policy and sociology. In its own way and with its own 
instruments, each area will turn to the period recognized as the third modernity or third urban revolution, in which 
the speed of transformations related to the way of living produces new artifacts related to the materiality of social life.

SPACE, SOCIETY AND DEVELOPMENT: CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN DEMOCRACY, 
CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

In today’s world, marked by the intensification of mobility and of deterritorialization, as well as by new insertions 
in increasingly plural cultural universes, it becomes urgent to think about the limits of academic concepts and 
knowledge and to discuss the challenges posed by new epistemological fields. The objective of the project is to 
investigate the production, circulation and historical appropriation of diverse forms of knowledge, considering 
pluricultural experiences for a detailed debate about displacements, productions and transformations of aesthetic, 
political, formative and epistemological models. The project brings together UFPR researchers from Law, History, 
Philosophy, Literature, Education and Economics around an original and innovative proposal, based on dialogues 
already underway or in progress. These dialogues will be stepped up and strengthened through networking with 
renowned international partners such as Barbara Cassin, Claus Zittel, Ray Laurence, Wilfred Dolfsma and Anne-
Marie Châtelet, among others. Methodologically, the project involves the recognition and analysis of different 
theoretical and empirical records from which exemplary cultural artifacts have been produced, in the form of 
various works, texts, and different forms of discourses. It also addresses the theme of its circulation, transmission 
and appropriation-assimilation as means of formation of cultural traditions, systems of thought and cultural and 
educational practices. We want to understand how distinct traditions of thought and systems of representation 
were constructed, giving equal attention to the work of the writing, translation, transmission and appropriation 
of knowledge. Respecting theoretical and methodological differences as to how distinct forms of knowledge 
constituted specific traditions of thought, the project encompasses investigations that connect historically and 
thematically to each other in fields of knowledge related to research in the History of Law, Philosophy, Education, 
Economics and Literature. The aim of the project is to 1) strengthen the transdisciplinarity and the international 
character of investigations already under way; 2) to develop the academic outputs of teachers and students 
through shared work among the teams involved; 3) to offer cross-cutting and foreign language courses, for 
greater interaction of the programs involved, academic collaboration and optimization of financial resources.

PRODUCTION AND CIRCULATION OF KNOWLEDGE

Source: Institutional/UFPR
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RESEARCH PROJECTS IN DEMOCRACY, 
CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

The objective is to integrate internationalized teams from UFPR and partners abroad to consolidate and expand 
research practices based on methods, forms of work, instruments and digital environments. With the training of 
researchers for technological, linguistic and cultural activities in new scientific practices, UFPR is a center of reference for 
humanities innovation, with strong integration with the international scene thru digital environments. By internationally 
disseminating information and knowledge about the Brazilian realities, we intend to increase the attractiveness of the 
local scene to foreign researchers. In addition, the project aims to connect UFPR to already institutionalized digital 
research environments - such as the European network DARIAH-EU, which will host UFPR and its outputs, as well as the 
digital resource platform for research in CLARIN-ERIC languages - and then extend this connectivity to other institutions 
that disseminate similar research and documentation practices, such as the National Library Foundation, also a partner 
in this project. By integrating the production of knowledge into the constitution, organization, annotation and permanent 
sharing of information, in networks integrated by the interdisciplinary field of Digital Humanities, the project develops 
structuring actions of internationalization, understood here as a permanent and ongoing practice, a sine qua non of 
scientific endeavor. With the strong support of the Hard Computing Sciences and interaction with libraries and archives, 
the project is dedicated to investigate, in an international and plurilingual environment: (a) processes of formation of 
the public, cultural and artistic sphere in Brazil in an international context (through the presentation and analysis of 
documents and cultural and artistic assets that mediate and record the circulation of practices and ideas, such as the 
hundreds of still unexplored periodicals published in foreign languages in Brazil); (b) processes of transmission and 
transformation of knowledge, arts, sciences and social and communicational practices, whether in formal dynamics 
or in educational institutions, or in processes of unsystematic mobility and interaction, such as migratory movements; 
and (c) processes of social cultural development, currently searchable only through analysis of archaeological artifacts.

SMARTMINDS: INTERNATIONALIZATION OF THE HUMANITIES IN THE DIGITAL 
PUBLIC SPHERE
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